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MA JOR EXHIBITIONS

FRAGMENTS OF EPIC MEMORY
October 6, 2023, through January 7, 2024

Fragments of Epic Memory showcased the Caribbean diaspora through historic photographs  
and modern art, demonstrating how visual arts can create a space for new stories to be told and  
old stories to be explored anew.

“A celebration of kaleidoscopic talent and—with its 
companion display of 19th-century photography—
extraordinary resilience.” 

—Jorge Arango, Portland Press Herald 

MORE THAN  
25,000 VISITORS

TOTAL DIGITAL  
REACH: 331,000

DRAWN TO THE LIGHT: 50 YEARS OF PHOTOGRAPHY AT MAINE MEDIA WORKSHOPS AND COLLEGE
June 16 through September 10, 2023

“The show reveals the untold stories of stewards 
and students, the shadowed innovation, and the 
profound impact a small school in Rockport, Maine, 
has had on photography.” 

—Eloise King-Clements, Musée Magazine 

MORE THAN  
31,000 VISITORS

TOTAL DIGITAL  
REACH: 399,000
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COMMUNITY PROGRAMS

ART OUTSIDE AND ON THE TRAIL 2023

ART TRAIL LOCATIONS INCLUDED: Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens, Crescent Beach State  
Park (new to 2023), Wolfe’s Neck Woods State Park, Ferry Beach State Park (new to 2023),  
Range Pond State Park (new to 2023), and Portland Public Art Committee (new to 2023). 

The PMA partnered with L.L.Bean, the Maine 
Department of Agriculture, the Conservation and 
Forestry’s Bureau of Parks and Land, and the Coastal 
Maine Botanical Gardens to expand the Art Outside 
and on the Trail program. TOTAL DIGITAL  

REACH: 157,000

33 ARTWORKS 
(eight more than 2022)

OVER 930 SCANS OF 
ARTWORK QR CODES

ART IN BLOOM 2023

“Flowers are blooming inside the Portland Museum of Art . . . where the galleries don’t just look amazing, they 
smell pretty great too. This year, the popular event is bigger than tever.” 

—News Center Maine 

TOTAL DIGITAL  
REACH: 518,015

In 2023, over 5,000 visitors explored floral designs by more than 20 designers.

TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 
5,017 (+21% from 2022)

PROGRAMMING 
Portland Symphony Orchestra musicians in the galleries 

Film screenings of Guerilla Opera’s I Give You My Home 

Programs with Wild Seed Project and Backyard Blooms  
on Planting Seeds of Resilience and replacing a 
monoculture lawn with a cut flower garden 

PMA FILMS 2023

The museum showcases the finest collection of 
independent, foreign, documentary, and award-
winning films in Maine every week. The auditorium 
underwent a significant upgrade, enhancing the 
experience for our dedicated audiences.  
The established PMA Films blog and newsletter 
features programmer commentary to showcase our 
ever-expanding collection of films. 

8,064  
TICKETS SOLD 

TOTAL DIGITAL  
REACH: 453,000

92 FILMS  
SCREENED 
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COMMUNITY PROGRAMS

FREE FRIDAYS 2023

TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 
MORE THAN 20,000 PEOPLE

TOTAL DIGITAL  
REACH: 120,000

OVER 20,000 PEOPLE ATTENDED OUR 
POPULAR FREE FRIDAYS, THE MOST 
HIGHLY ATTENDED DAY OF THE WEEK.

COMMUNITY PARTNERS 
Afrorriqueña Musical Performance with  
Immigrant Welcome Center and Fabiola Méndez 

Art in Bloom-themed performance with the  
Portland Symphony Orchestra 

Choose Your Own Musical Adventure with  
Portland Bach Experience and Classical Uprising 

Bach Virtuosi Festival Performance 

Halcyon Tipping Points Performance 

The annual Copper Beech Tree Lighting featured  
the Maine Academy of Modern Music, The Telling Room, 
B+B Bakery, and interpreters from the Pine Tree Society 

ACCESS FOR ALL ON THIRD THURSDAYS 2023

Beginning in March 2023, the PMA brought back our 
Third Thursday programming, extending museum 
hours until 8 p.m. with special programming  
beginning at 5 p.m. The evenings featured 33 unique 
community partners, including food trucks and 
catering, musicians, artist programmers, and local 
merchant pop-ups

OVER 2,000  
VISITORS 

TOTAL DIGITAL  
REACH: 600,000

33 COMMUNITY 
PARTNERS

DURING ACCESS FOR ALL HOURS, 1,158 VISITORS ATTENDED FOR FREE. 
In addition to standard programming, Third Thursday featured the Members Opening of the Drawn to the Light 
exhibition, the launch of our PMA brick set products and our Susie Konkel Program relaunch.

WINSLOW HOMER STUDIO TOURS 2023

1,900 VISITORS FOR 
THE SEASON 
Visitors came from 37 states (excluding Maine),  
as well as Australia, Canada, Spain, and the 
United Kingdom.

After a three-year hiatus, the PMA reopened the 
Winslow Homer Studio for a full season of tours and a 
renewed and refreshed experience, continuing to 
showcase and promote Maine’s rich artistic legacy 
through one of the state’s most renowned artists. 

“See where some of Maine’s most famous artists worked.”  —Portland Press Herald, Jorge Arango 
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CAMPUS UPDATES

BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS 2023

PMA STORE

THE PMA STORE PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT 
ROLE IN EXPANDING THE MUSEUM’S 
EDUCATIONAL MISSION BY OFFERING 
VISITORS THE CHANCE TO TAKE HOME  
A PIECE OF THEIR MUSEUM EXPERIENCE.  

pop-up vendors featured during events 
and programming like Third Thursday 
and the Director’s Circle and the 
Contemporaries Holiday Party.

Maine-based vendors were sold in the 
PMA store.
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In 2023, the PMA began improving its infrastructure and technology while preserving its historically 
significant buildings. Projects included restoration of the fence around the McLellan-Sweat 
Mansion, roof structure replacements, and repairs to the Winslow Homer Studio. IT infrastructure 
upgrades and a camera refresh also took place, along with significant AV upgrades in the Bernard 
Osher Foundation Auditorium. The PMA also upgraded to a Niagara platform to ensure collection 
care and management. 

OVERALL, THE PMA ADAPTED ITS SPACES AND TECHNOLOGY TO BETTER SERVE ITS VISITORS AND STAFF. 

THE PMA BLUEPRINT:  
BUILDING A LANDMARK  
FOR THE FUTURE; THIS 
PARADIGM SHIFT ENABLES 
THE PMA TO BE A LEADER OF 
OUR REGION, A KEYSTONE 
FOR OUR COMMUNITIES, AND  
A CATALYST FOR OUR ECONOMY.

In 2023, after receiving more than 
100 proposals, the museum selected 
the winner, a design by the the 
sustainability-minded firm LEVER 
Architecture. In 2024, we look 
forward to finalizing schematic 
designs, bringing to life the vision 
that is making this new wing possible.
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FINANCIALS TK
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FINANCIALS TK


